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Missions & Eschatology (7) — Acts
By Steef van 't Slot, Ph.D.

Although there is no heavy accent on eschatology in
Acts, it is not absent either. It did occupy theughts

of the disciples, given the fact that they askeslge
about the restoration of the kingdom to Isragist
before He ascended. At that time, before the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, they apparently haut

yet a clear understanding of the distinction betwee
the spiritual Kingdom of God, as would become
visible in His church on earth and the Messianic
Kingdom — which they knew from the OT prophecies
— that will be established on earth after sggondcoming of Christ. From later passages in
Acts we learn that the apostles had received mewelation about the differences in
appearance between the two, and about the timefimmvhich either would become visible.

[3
k

There are two passages that | would like to menfidre first appears at the end of one of
Peter's sermons.n each of these verses we see eschatologicabteimes of refreshing
(19); that He may send the Christ (obviously refgrto His second coming, 20); He remains
in heaven until the time comes for God to restmerghing (21); anyone who does not listen
to Him will be completely cut off (23); all the grhets from Samuel on have foretold these
days (24); all peoples on earth will be blessed.(25

Our missionary responsibility comes in with versg& balanced preaching must contain
warning notes, not only an emphasis on the bedutyeoremaining promises. In the Western
world it has become very unpopular to include swarnings; people rather hear about
heaven, than about the consequences of unbelied &fedin sin.

Du Plessid explains this passage, th&povwv amokaracracewe mvrav (Greek:
Chronoon apokatastaseoos pantpte time of the restoration of all thindss relating ‘to
theedenic conditionshat will prevail on earth after the return of Ghir®

The secondpassage contains words of Jafh@hrist will return, rebuild David's fallen tent,
rebuild ruins and bring restoration (16); so tiat temainder of men may seek the Lord (17);
these things that have been known for ages (18).

Du Plessis comments on this passage, that ‘Theratsin of the fallen tent of David forms
part of the restoration of all things which Petexdicted.” He explains that ‘The fallen tent of
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David is ... not the Church, but the nation of IsréeThis conclusion seems justified, since
one can hardly compare the Church (against whielg#tes of hell will not prevail) with the
fallen tent of David.
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