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Habakkuk prophesied at the time that the
Babylonians were an upcoming world pov&efore

him, Nahum had prophesied judgment on Nineveh
and the Assyrian Empire. After Nineveh fethe
Babylonian Empire became prominent — until it was
defeated. Habakkuk prophesied in the early years of
Babylon during the last years of kings Josiah and
Jehoiachim. He was a contemporary of Jeremiah and
we see some of the latter's pain in Habakkuk: the
deterioration of Judah and the upcoming judgment in

L _
the form of the foretold exile.

His name means ‘he who loves with his whole heart’. We thé® love in his prayer life: the
man and his God often conversed. For Habakkuk #hationship with his Lord took
precedence over his ministry. His love is also egped in his pleas for the people under
threat of a Babylonian invasidn,although he does not close his eyes to Judah's
unrighteousnessHis love is ultimately expressed in the words tthb’ and ‘yet’® reminding

us of the words of Daniel’s frienignd those of JesfOur trust in God tells us that bad
circumstances are not final, but that His sovergigg) and the outcome will be more glorious
than one anticipatéstHabakkuk lived by this faith’

His prayers are not monologues. God answers byaliegeHis perspective behind earthly
occurrences! Through prayer He reveals the spiritual meaninghifgs that happen in the
world. We see indirect but vitatissiological significance in Habakkuk: love for the Lord and
His people; a vibrant prayer life, where prioritiestween God and ministry are right; a cry
against the threats of world powers; his uncond#idrust in God and his understanding of
God’s higher purposes behind circumstances. Witlsoigh mature spiritual properties no
modern missionary can function well.

With regard to theschatological aspects, we read that ‘the revelation ... speaks of the &nd’
These words alert us that, in the text that follom®re is meant than the end of Judah’s
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exile!® Additional value is found in the verse that ‘treetl will be filled with the knowledge
of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover tha'$* This promise still awaits fulfillment; it
describes the coming Millennium when God’'s Kingdenl be established on earth. The
thought finds support in the preceding judgment @bethe eartf and over Satan, the leader
of the land of wickedness.

There are also parallels between Habakkuk and @& bf Revelation, with regard to how
Babel’s spiritual (not military) behavior is desmil’ it sounds just like the complaints about
the great whore of Babylon in the end times. We theesame principles in operation, of
which | described the beginnings in thé"isue of the twelve missionary themes in the book
of Genesig?

Finally, when we look at the third chapter — Hahakk ‘Psalm’ — we cannot escape the
impression that he writes mainly about the timettaf Great Tribulatiod? His choice of
words and pictures here is too big for a normalrclod events — even the liberation out of
Egypt cannot stand in the shadow of the major juslgm taking place at the end of time.
Habakkuk seems to describe the ‘night in which ne can work*”

Paul tells us that our battle is not against flast blood but against the spiritual powers and
authorities in the heavenly realfffsin the book of Habakkuk we recognize the Evil One
behind the Babylonian hordes in their inhuman anijitenterprisé$ and spiritual attitudé®
Satan also fishes for méh.Several verses in the second ch&pteemind us of the
descriptions of Satan we read in earlier prophetsre a ruler, worse than the kings of
Babylon or Tyre is describéd.

This short prophecy is a book for missionaries wbove in the last days. It gives spiritual
insight in the invisible forces behind Babylongricourages to prayerful dialogues with God
in order to understand the signs of the times and/¢ by faith. It also subjects the demand
for material wellbeing to the joy there is in G tSavior.
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