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Missiological Observations in the NT (7) — Colossies
By Steef van 't Slot, Ph.D.

Paul had a worldwide missions visibrin
contrast to many missionaries today, who knowelittl
beyond their own ministries; some are not even
interested in what others do. Paul was interestedl i
fruit, not only in his own ministry in Ephesus, lalso
in that of Epaphras in the Lycus Vall@plthough the
Colossians were not the fruit of his own ministry,
Paul definitely took partner-responsibility, in thae
prayed for them earnestlyHis prayer included the
‘bearing of fruit in every good work’ — in which he

/
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indicates outreach in local evangelism as welhagdss-cultural missiors.

Encouragement to reach out lies in the ‘once eneimi¢ now reconciled by ChristPeople,
remembering their former misery, will have compasswith those still in it.

The words ‘if [you are] ... not movetlindicate that the Gospel is not a cheap message th
once accepted, will guarantee eternal benefits efareglected. You can lose it. This
becomes clear from the exhortation to ‘work outrysaivation with fear and tremblingand
from other passag@sPaul was as concerned about discipling his cosvastabout making
them; he did not want his efforts to be in vain.

His observation that ‘... the Gospel ... you heard .s bhaen proclaimed to every creature
under heaver® was not meant to indicate that he considered treatGCommission as
finished. There was still work to be done, as he sasome other letters.

Saving people also costs suffering from Christ'skees'? Some believe that the more Paul
bore suffering himself, the more his fellow-believevould be spareff.
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Paul resisted every exclusivism. Some believersigho that they were better, i.e. more
spiritual, than others, but he aimed at preserivgryonewith all wisdomso thateveryone
[might be]perfectin Christ’ (italics mine):*this meant a real struggle for hirh.

Paul was serious about discipling converts asqfaits missionary follow-up prograni,and
sums up some aspects: encouragement of heartcatiofi in love; complete understanding
of Christ in Whom are all the treasures of wisdamd &nowledge; living in Christ; being
rooted and built up in Him; strengthened in thdhfaand overflowing with thankfulness.
People who have been taught well in these areasotieasily be deceived.

In stating that there is no Greek or Jew, circuettier uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian,
slave or free, but [that] Christ is all and is iih'4 Paul says that former unbelievers and
believers can only be united in Christ; that doatiand educational differences between
believers can only be solved in Chriand that social and societal differences can only
disappear in Christ. Only in Him these walls of éyrwill be broken dowrt?

Paul asks for prayer to support his ministry, fpen doors® and for the competency to
explain the mystery of Christ clearly, as he askadier?* He also asks the Colossians to pray
for grace, for him to endure his imprisonmé&nt.

Later he encourages them to behave and converséyws® that they may keep their good
witness and use the opportunities to testify alloeir faith in Jesus Chriét.Presumably he
refers to local, relationship-oriented evangelissmeh

Missionaries need to keep in touch with their segdchurche$? These need to remain
informed about what is going on at the missiondBeand with the missionaries, so they can
persevere in intercessiénimplied is Paul's desire to remain posted abouwt Hte churches
are doing. Church-mission relationships shouldilzdyal.

An early missionary attrition case, John Mark, Wi the ministry 12-14 years earlier was
now reconciled to Paul and probably back in thekvadrthe Gospef®

Mark and Jesus (Justus) were Paul's Jewish co-worice the Kingdom and had been a
comfort to him. Within cross-cultural ministry tleecan be much-needed comfort in mono-
cultural friendships, especially when people areistérial colleagues.

Paul praises his co-worker Epaphras before thecbhtlve latter had planted. There was no
jealousy or competition in Paul, just enjoymentw#huis colleague’s success. Paul’'s interest
was inthe Kingdom, not his own.

1 Col. 1:28; Paul expresses similar thoughts in21®, (full’, ‘complete’, ‘all’, ‘fullness’)
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Some missionary pioneers are not good at finiskihgt they started; hence the exhortation
Paul addresses indirectly to Archippus to compétevork?’
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