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Missiological Observations in the NT (4) — Galatias
By Steef van 't Slot, Ph.D.

Jewish opposition against Paul's law-free Gospél ha
been present since his earliest enterpfisds.
remained his constant companion throughout his
career’

The main problem Paul addresses in Galatians was
that the new believers had been told by Jewish
Christians, that they could not be saved if thelyrtht
keep the law and were circumcised. In their eyas, t
sacrifice that Jesus made for their sins was not
sufficient. Being justified by faith alone they

k {
considered as insufficient: works of the law hadh¢éoadded. Paul uses the strongest possible
languag@ against such heredy.

We should remember that not only most non-Christeigions are big on works to obtain
‘salvation’; the same poison has effectively spreadarge parts of Christianity as well. A
return to pure biblical teaching is therefore ahast importance.

Today we also look at criteria Paul used for pemgbrrecruitment, issues of syncretism
missionaries may face, the need to reach unreag®egle groups and reasons why
missionaries may face persecution.

On his second visit to Jerusalem, Paul took Titith Wim?> The latter, a Greek, was not
compelled by the leaders in Jerusalem to be cir@edc So why then, less than two years
later, did Paul urge Timothy to be circumcise&®ein explains: ‘For Paul circumcision was
an irrelevant issue in itsélffor it only involved the presence or absence pfexe of skin,
unless one argued that the removal of this pieskiofwas aequirement for salvation. Thus,
when a theological issue was at stake, he refusbdve Titus circumcisetibut in the case of
Timothy, when it did not involve a theological issiut permitted greater freedom in
ministering among the Jews, he was willing to haire circumcised. To understand Paul’s
view of freedom we must recognize that he was se finat, unless a theological issue was at
stake, he could ... surrender his freedom ... to tatdithe spread of the Gospel. This is seen
most clearly in 1 Cor. 9:19-23. People are onlyytiuee, when they can surrender their
freedom out of love for the weal’.

Acts 13:45 and onward

28:25

Gal. 1:8,9

See also my articles ‘The Other Gospel’ (20084t ‘Double Conversion’ (2008/11)

Gal. 2:1-3

Acts 16:3

Gal. 5:6; 6:15

2:1-3

Acts 16:1-3

19 As in Hawthorne, Martin & ReidDictionary of Paul and his Letters, 1993:471 (italics mine)
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Upon reading the first paragraph of Gal. 5 we moacstrong parallel between Paul’s plea
against reverting back to circumcision as an urssar® addition to being saved by grace
through faith, and the syncretistic forms of betigdit we often see in the Developing World.
The following parallels become visible:

Being saved through faith in Christ is the ‘bigzeriin life: the permanent delivery from
spiritual poverty, the pearl of great vaftleAfter obtaining His salvation, complete as itris,
addition is necessary. Nobody who has become @ralre will want to earn a few more
pennies through hard labor, to add to his tremesdaalth.

Even more strongly, Paul says that he who has imiseumcised as condition for salvation
alienates himself from Christ to such an exterat @hrist is of no value to him at all and that
he has even fallen away from grdéén other words: by trying to bring in your own peées,
you lose your fortune.

The little yeast that works through the whole badérdough®® in this context means that
mixing human works into the process of divine stbrawill eventually spoil the latter.
People who cause such confusion will pay the pgifattadvocating lies?

Therefore, any action that is undertaken to appteesgods, venerate ancestors, stem revenge
or actions of evil spirits, seek protection fromtehidoctors, seek healing or deliverance
outside of Christ, gain power over people, obtantility, manipulate weather conditions and
receive mediation between himself and God, falldeurthis chapter.

The indescribable gift of Gdtlcontains the solution to all the above-listed ficas which
are merely pathetic man-made ways ‘to help God@lokdding ‘help’ to God’s solution is
an insult He will not tolerate. His only way of gation is Christ. Either we have Christ alone
or nothing at all.

In this letter we read one of the clearest NT mxiees of God’s promise to Abraham, that
through himall the families of the earth will be bless&d.ike Abraham walked in the faith
that justified him, so wilbll Gentiles be justified by faith through the Seed\bfaham, that

is Christ’” The crux of the matter is that missionaries mustaythe remaining unreached
Gentiles to preach this Gospel.

The main reason for the persecution Paul faced,higapreaching the cross of Chri&tHad

he decided to leave that out in order to avoidhtertpersecution, he would have fallen into a
moralistic religion, consisting of rules and redigdas that appealed to the flesh. In doing so
he would not only lose his opponents but also th&goful signs the Holy Spirit did through
his ministry. If Gospel preaching does not meehwigrce opposition, the question is whether
a true Gospel was preached, or that it was a watmen versiort® If Gospel preaching does
not result in people who become new creationsastrnissed its goaf. The only way to enter
the Kingdom of God is through many hardships, asl lhad told the Galatians when he
visited thenf!
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