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Twelve Missionary Themes in Genesis (9)
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We continue the series of 12 missionary themeseneSis and now
consider

Theme 9: The Concept of the Nations

Gen. 10 is the first ‘nations-chapter’ in the Bibllee word occurs 5
times?! This theme plays a dominant role, with its cliniaRev. 5:9
& 7:9. From the beginning God has revealed Himasltord of all

- y nations. He is not satisfied with less, becausésHkeeir Creator. He
\\ Y reaches out to the lost and offers His salvationatio It is
inconceivable that He would be content with one Ismation and
forget about the rest. He is so interested in esergle people group on earth, that He wants
the Good News to be preached to its utter limits.

In Gen. 11 we see that the nations strayed from l§yaghiting, although He had told them to
scatte They planned to build a tower to reach to the beav This was an enterprise to
compete with the Most High. God acknowledged tlewiit intents and the power of their
unity and confused their ways of communicating,ttsat they would stop building. Those
who had refused to spread over the earth were matesed by God Himself, in order to
jeopardize the unlimited increase of evil that vdbuwdtherwise have taken place. The
significance that this happened in Babel will becdssed under Theme 10.

The measurements that God took in Gen. 11 do nanhrtifeat He gave up on the nations. In
Gen. 12 we see how He made a fresh start with Appaiomising him to bless the nations
through a nation descending from him. The peopieSen. 11 wanted to malleemselves a
name? they searched for identity, but outside God. Abraas not concerned about a name;
he just did what God told him to do and the reswds thatGod promised to make him a
name. This is illustrated by the fact that He clemhgbram’s name into AbrahahThis gave
him a new identity and function. He would be théhéx of many nations and of all believers,
through Christ,

What the nations of Gen. 11 could not reach by tta@ncerted effort, God gave in His grace
to one man. In Abraham'’s line, through Christ,rations will be united before God'’s throne,
and long before that, there was a divine languagwratiorf. Some limits of Gen. 11 were

lifted in Acts 2; the nations’ artificial attempd treach unity outside God came to nothing.

! Gen. 10:4,20,31,32a,32b

2Gen. 1:28; 9:1

3Gen. 11:4

“Gen. 17:5

®Gen. 17:4-8; Rom. 4:16 & Gal. 3:16,19,29 respetyiv
® Acts 2:8-11



Yet, one man'’s faith allowed God to work out Higgase: to unite them in Himself through
Christ.

In Gen. 16 & 21 we see two nations descending fAlomaham: the line of the oldest son
Ishmael, born of the slave woman, and that of thengest son Isaac, born of the free woman.
God made His promises to the latter. The formereneonformed but rebelled (as did his
mother Hagar) and they left the place of God’s psasy Had they loved God, they would
have submitted to God’s chosen man, but they segghria attitude, life principles and
character long before physical separation tookeplabe two would meet again, but not until
Christ had broken down the wall of ennfignd both would submit to Him. Only in Christ
hostile tribes and nations can be reconciled, pleyithey both recognize their sin and their
need for His forgiveness. Walls between peopldesiand nations come down where
different parties accept Christ’s sacrifice.

Lot too left the blessing of Abraham’s tents, to laue affluent life in godless Sodom. Peter
calls Lot a man who ‘tormented his righteous stwi'the sinful deeds he sdw.ot is a type

of the Christians who put material wealth aboveirthrelationship with God. Had his
relationship with Him been the passion of his lifie, would not have considered living in
Sodom, but rather have been content with less tudadt’s influence in Sodom was too small
to save it and he had to flee. His greed causeddiwse his possessions and his wife. It was
a high price to pay for leaving the place of blegsiThe worst came when his two daughters
made their father drunk and caused him to comnaigshwith theni.Would Lot have come
to drunkenness easily in Abraham’s presence? Wiheréhe daughters learn their wicked
ways? And so Lot also fathered two nations, the bitea and the Ammonites — who would
give considerable trouble to Abraham’s descendatgs.

We also see two nations descend frisamc and RebeccH the Edomites via Esau and the
Israelites via Jacob. These twins were too diffeterunite. There could have been salvation
for the descendants of the older brother, provitieg had gone along with God’s direction to
serve those of the younger. Yet, Esau’s postetityatted God's purpose throughout
history* as Esau himself did. The two had to separate.r Agau despised his birth right
by preferring the carnal life of temporal pleasuabsve God’s promises, he hardened himself
by picking two Canaanite wivés.And so he begot an ungodly people that later ethe
Israel repeatedI}

Finally, we see that all nations had a common mblfamine> There was only one
solution: going to the savior of the land in Eggiwseph, who had been sent ai®adoday
we see that all nations also have a common proldem[or this problem too, there is only
one solution: going to the Savior of the world,ule€hrist.
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